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REMARKS 

This communication is responsive to the Office Action mailed February 17, 2004 
Claims 1, 2, 6, 8- 13 , 16, 20-25, 29, and 31-4! have been canceled without disclaimer or 
prejudice to the filing of one or more applications based on the subject matter of these 
claim, Claims 3, 7. 14, 15, 17, 18, 26, and 30 have been amended. The specification has also 

application ( 10 independent claims, 27 claims total). 

Previous Kltv-tinn 

Applies acknowledge tha, elates 3U1 have been withdrawn ft™ considentfion 
pursuant to a previously-filed election. 

Objection tn the Disci <vgim* 

The Examiner objects to various irdbrmaUties in the specific*™ on pages 10 and 24. 
The present foment addresses ^ fcy ^ ^ 

suggested by the Examiner. 



Objections in th» r*™,^ 

The Examiner objects ,o the drawings, arguing ^ me figllre5 mus , ^ 

parhaUy or completely mied with vibrauon-darnpeutag materia, such as plastic or the like. 
Appucants resp^tfuHv toverse ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

underhand, from the d.wings and specification as filed, the meanmg of "partially or 
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comp,etel y flUed opening." Neverthe , MS Kgure n (a mbajmc of wWch . 5 a(tech ^ ^ 

<l» -W*. section of th. specification, have bem to funher ^ ^ 

phrase. No new matter has been added. 

Claim 16 and 74 Infnmialitt^ 

Tie Examiner objects to claim 1<S due ,o la* of antecedent basis, and has rejected to 
claim 24 due to recitation of an industry standard. Both claims 16 and 24 lave been canceled 
without prejudice by the present Amendment, and this objecnon is therefore rendered moot. 

Section 102 flnH T Q3 Refo Hmic 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 20, and 29 stand rejected to under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Japanese Patent No. 9-222248. Claims 8-12, 16, and 21-25 stand rejected to 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as beiag unpatentable over this same reference. 

Each of these claims has been cancelled without prejudice by the present 
Amendment. These rejections are therefore rendered moot. 

Claim Ohfo ti^c 

Claims 3-5, 7, 13-15, 17-19, 26-28, and 30 stand objected to, but the Examiner has 
stated that they would be allowable if rewritten to incorporate their respective base claims 
and any intervening claims. These claims have been amended accordingly. 
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CONCLUSION 

m view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that the present application i. 
in condition for allowance, and earnestly solicits a Notice of AUowance at the Examiners 
earliest convenience. The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned if this would 
advance prosecution of this Application in any way. 

This ^ent does NOT apprize ^ of fW ^ fr , , The Commissioner is hereby 
authored to charge any other fee specify authorized herewith, or any deficiency in the fee(s) 
filed, or asserted to be filed, or which should have been fUed herewith or concerning any paper filed 
hereafter, and which raay be re^d ^ 37 OF*. , § u 6-1.18 (deficiency only) now or hereafter 
relative to this Application and the resulting Offica, document wder 37 M ^ ^ ^ ^ 
overpayment to Account No. 19-2814 for which purpose a duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date; 



SNELL & WILmERl.uk 

One Arizona Center 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2202 
Phone: (602) 382-6325 
Fax: (602) 382-6070 
dpote@swlaw.com 




1613175 

PAGE 18/19 1 RCVD AT 1/3112005 5:45:57 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1f3' DNIS:8729306 4 CSID:602 382 6070 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04<38 



